Interview with Kenneth John Gollob
Daniela Rodrigues Faria Barbosa I chose Brazil for my research for a couple of reasons. First, I work with immunoregulation of human diseases to discover mechanisms of disease development, biomarkers and novel treatments to improve the life of those afflicted with these diseases, and Brazil is an excellent environment to study leishmaniasis, Dengue, and cancer. Second, the impact I can have on science by training talented young scientists is also an important aspect of working in Brazil.
2) Tell us a little bit about your trajectory until you reach your academic position at the University and international research. That is an interesting question, and in general no, I don't notice a difference between students in the US vs. Brazil. Basically, students that are interested, dedicated and driven to gain knowledge are the same anywhere. What changes is the percentage of students that are driven to be scientists, however this changes between Universities in the US and Brazil, and between countries as a whole. I have always sought out talented students driven to make new discoveries. The treatment options for leishmaniasis are few within the government SUS program, however, through increased research and development, new treatment options are being tested and it is possible that in the near future we will have more options for treatment. One important new treatment that was developed via Dr. Edgar Carvalho and our work together studying mucosal leishmaniasis is the use of Pentoxifylline for treatment. It has given favorable results and is an excellent treatment for this serious form of leishmaniasis.
6) Describe some advantages for a Brazilian researcher who wishes to pursue his academic career (master's or doctorate) in the United States.
Brazilian researchers interested in a job in the US should focus on strong publications, excellent relationships with other researchers ( letters of recommendation are very important), and of course, if they have spent time in the US as a graduate student or postdoctoral fellow, this makes their chances of getting a position in the US much higher.
7)
What are, in your opinion, the main characteristics and virtues that should have a candidate for future researcher.
The burning desire to make new discoveries, honesty, integrity and the drive to never give up. Find joy in what they do. Brazilian researchers need to be highly flexible and creative to deal with the huge number of barriers that the Brazilian government bureaucracy places in the way of researchers trying to perform quality work. BRISA Diagnosticos is a biotech company that performs consulting and innovations in diagnostics for cancer and infectious diseases. It has obtained funding via CNPq for studying leukemia diagnostics and residual minimal disease determination. BRISA works in close collaboration with Inst. Mario Penna, Hospital Santa Casa and UFMG to advance applied research to health.
8) There is a great integration between the

10) Leave a message of encouragement and motivation for our students of Scientific Initiation.
Find a subject or research area that you don't want to stop reading about, and your time performing a IC project will be great! The most important thing is to pick a topic that you are passionate about, and that you enjoy talking about more than almost anything.
Agradeço o apoio, a atenção e a colaboração para a publicação da Revista, em nome do UNIFOR/MG (Centro Universitário de Formiga/MG) e da revista Conexão Ciência.
